FROM THIRTY  YEARS  WITH  FREUD
We can now reconstruct what went on in the
psyche of the physician  during those anguished
days when God revealed to him that the Bible was
His Word.   By reaction, the religious doctrines of
childhood have been lent increased effectiveness in
the  unconscious  memory.     This  effectiveness is
based originally on familiar phrases heard so often
about the parental household and carrying with
them powerful affective overtones.  This is particu-
larly interesting in this connection because it is
these very religious  doctrines  which  contribute,
at   a   certain   age,   to   overcoming   the   infantile
Oedipus complex,  thus paving the way for the
child's   entrance  into   the   social   order.      Freud
remarks that the conflict in the young physician
seems to have manifested itself as a hallucinatory
psychosis.   We might add that this aural hallucin-
ation of the young doctor's was a regression to
religious phrases with an aura of strong emotion.
The conversion  took place  through unconscious
affective    cathexis    of    childhood    impressions,
especially those pertaining to childhood doctrines
and symbolism.
The poet, wishing to present such an experience
in dramatic form, quite justly reproduces in
objective action the process which appears here as
subjective. Though he can rely on symbols only
on sense impressions, he will nevertheless manage
to convince us that his character has been ex-
periencing profoundly affective childhood impres-
sions. The young doctor's mysterious conversion,
with its undercurrent childhood religious im-
pressions, may remind many readers of the Easter
Eve scene in Goethe's Faust. Here the sound of the
Easter bells in the church and the singing of the
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